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Instead, by trusting Jesus, become the kind of person who is 
utterly free from these things to live for others (both the oppressed 
and the oppressors; both the persecuted and the persecutors; both 
the dying children and the killing abortionists; both the racists and 
the races). The tone and demeanor of this civil disobedience will be 
the opposite of strident, belligerent, rock-throwing, screaming, 
swearing, violent demonstrations. 

We are people of the cross. Our Lord submitted to crucifixion 
willingly to save his enemies. We owe our eternal life to him. We 
are forgiven sinners. This takes the swagger out of our protest. It 
takes the arrogance out of our resistance. And if, after every other 
means has failed, we must disobey for the sake of love and justice, 
we will first remove the log from our own eye, which will cause 
enough pain and tears to soften our indignation into a humble, quiet, 
but unshakable no. The greatest battle we face is not overcoming 
unjust laws, but becoming this kind of people. 

“Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the 
things that are God’s.” Let this demand exalt the supremacy of God 
and his Son Jesus over all earthly powers. Let it bind our hearts in 
absolute allegiance to the kingship of Jesus. Let it warrant and limit 
and shape the way we render allegiance to “Caesar.” And let it free 
us to live in this world as citizens of another kingdom—not escap-
ing, not conforming, but living out the radical difference that King 
Jesus makes in every relationship, including our relationship with the 
state. 



Demand #45 

DO THIS IN REMEMBRANCE 
OF ME, FOR I WILL BUILD 

MY CHURCH 

[ Jesus] said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter 

replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus 

answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and 

blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 

And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, 

and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.—Matt. 16:15-18 

Make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.—Matt. 28:19 

And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay 

in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.—Luke 24:49 

The demand of Jesus, “Do this in remembrance of me” comes 
from the institution of the Lord’s Supper in Luke 22:19. But 

it assumes something, namely, that there would be a church wor-
shiping Jesus when he was gone. Did Jesus plan for that and pro-
vide for the church? That is what this chapter addresses. It is 
foundational for the next. 

“I Will Build My Church” 

Jesus promised to build his church. By “church” he did not mean a 
building. That is never the meaning of church (ej vkklhsia) in Greek. He 
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means he will build a people. He will gather a people who trust him 
as their Lord (John 13:13; 20:28) and Savior (John 3:17; 10:9) and 
who love each other (John 13:34-35) and their enemies (Matt. 5:44). 
Jesus describes himself as “the good shepherd” who gathers his sheep 
into a flock. “I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own 
know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I 
lay down my life for the sheep. And I have other sheep that are not of 
this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So 
there will be one flock, one shepherd” (John 10:14-16). 

The words “I must bring them also” and “they will listen to my 
voice” carry the same authority as the words “I will build my church” 
(Matt. 16:18). “I must bring them.” “They will hear my voice.” “I 
will build my church.” This is what the power of the kingdom does. 
Jesus compares the kingdom of God to a net that was cast into the sea 
of humanity and “gathered fish of every kind” (Matt. 13:47). The 
kingdom of God, as Jesus presents it, is not a realm or a people, but 
a rule or a reign. Therefore, it brings a people into being the way a net 
gathers fish. Some skeptics have tried to find a contradiction between 
Jesus’ message of the kingdom of God and the subsequent rise of the 
church. But there is no contradiction. The kingdom creates the 
church. Or, to say it another way, the King, Jesus, builds his church. 

Jesus knew and taught that between his first and second com-
ing to earth there would be a lapse of time. For example, Jesus’ 
parable of the wicked tenants is a story of what will happen between 
his first and second coming. It begins, “A man planted a vineyard 
and let it out to tenants and went into another country for a long 
while” (Luke 20:9). This is one of the clearest statements indicating 
that Jesus expected the time before his second coming to be sub-
stantial. He knew that he would be away from his “flock,” and 
therefore he made provision for them while he is gone. 

Jesus Took Care to Provide for the Church 
Though the Holy Spirit 
This provision includes the sending of the Holy Spirit, the preserva-
tion of inspired truth in the writings of his apostles and their close 
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associates, guidelines for how to handle sin in the flock, and the ordi-
nances of baptism and the Lord’s Supper. 

Jesus was keenly aware of what it would mean to leave his “lit-
tle flock” (Luke 12:32) in a hostile world and return to the Father. 
How were they to live without his physical presence? He had been the 
literal center of their lives for three years, and now he was going to 
leave. Who would teach them? Who would guide and protect them? 
How were they to live in his absence? These and many other ques-
tions would come when Jesus was gone. Therefore he assured them, 
“I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you” (John 14:18). 

What he meant by this promise was that he would send the Holy 
Spirit and that this Spirit of God would be his own presence among 
them. “I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to 
be with you forever, even the Spirit of truth, whom the world can-
not receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know 
him, for he dwells with you and will be in you” (John 14:16-17). 
“He dwells with you, and will be in you.” Jesus is saying that he him-
self is now with his disciples—physically present—and when the 
Spirit comes he himself will be in them. Jesus comforts his follow-
ers with the truth that he himself will be present in the church by 
the Spirit whom he sends in his place.1 

“Let Not Your Hearts Be Troubled” 

Jesus intends for these promises to give strong encouragement to 
his followers when he leaves. “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give 
to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts 
be troubled, neither let them be afraid” (John 14:27). Therefore, 
even though the church is destined for trouble in a hostile world of 
unbelief (John 15:20), they should be encouraged because Jesus 
promises to send the Holy Spirit who will help them and will, in fact, 
prove to be a manifestation of the presence of Jesus himself. 

1 I should make explicit that in describing the coming of the Spirit this way I do not mean to 
imply that the Person of the Spirit and the Person of the Son are not distinct persons. They are. 
That the Spirit can manifest the Son and mediate an experience of the presence of the Son is 
part of the mysterious unity that they have, not a contradiction of their distinct persons. 
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Jesus promised at the end of his earthly life, “Behold, I am with 
you always, to the end of the age” (Matt. 28:20). Jesus himself 
promises to be with his followers even after he is gone from them. 
This can be true because of the Holy Spirit, who also is the Spirit of 
Jesus. Therefore, because of Jesus’ past work on the cross (Matt. 
20:28) and his present work by the Spirit (John 10:16; 12:32) and his 
future work in coming again in triumph (Matt. 16:27), his church 
may be confident in a hostile world. “In the world you will have 
tribulation,” Jesus says. “But take heart; I have overcome the world” 
(John 16:33). “I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall 
not prevail against it” (Matt. 16:18). 

Therefore, in view of this crucial role of the Holy Spirit in Jesus’ 
absence, Jesus demands that his followers wait for the Spirit and 
not blunder ahead into ministry without this gift. Just before his 
ascension into heaven, Jesus said, “Behold, I am sending the promise 
of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with 
power from on high” (Luke 24:49). All subsequent generations of 
the followers of Jesus are to receive this Spirit and in this way enjoy 
the power and presence of the risen King. 

Jesus Provides a New Testament for 
His Church 
Not only does Jesus provide for his flock after his departure by 
sending them the Holy Spirit, but also by preparing for the preser-
vation of inspired truth in the writings of his apostles. Jesus does 
not refer to the writings of the apostles but puts in place both apos-
tles and the Holy Spirit as the guarantee of their teaching for the 
foundation of his church. 

At a crucial juncture in his earthly ministry Jesus chose twelve 
apostles from all the disciples who were following him. He did not 
make these choices lightly. He prayed all night. “In these days he 
went out to the mountain to pray, and all night he continued in 
prayer to God. And when day came, he called his disciples and chose 
from them twelve, whom he named apostles” (Luke 6:12). The word 
“apostle” means “someone who is ‘sent’ (aj vpostellein) and who 
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shares the authority of the one who sends, as his representative.”2 

Not all whom Jesus sent were appointed as apostles. For example, 
he sent out seventy-two ahead of him and said to them, “I am send-
ing you out as lambs in the midst of wolves. . . . Heal the sick . . . 
and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you’” (Luke 
10:3, 9). But these were not called apostles. 

The fact that there were twelve apostles—just as there were 
twelve tribes of Israel—and that the word apostle carries the impli-
cation of special authority to represent him suggests that Jesus 
intended for the apostles to be the foundation for the true Israel, 
the church. He had said concerning the old Israel that, at least tem-
porarily, they were being replaced. “I tell you, the kingdom of God 
will be taken away from you [Israel] and given to a people produc-
ing its fruits [Jesus’ followers, the church]” (Matt. 21:43; see also 
Demand #28). This new “Israel” would have its foundation in the 
twelve apostles. They will represent Jesus’ authority as they lay the 
foundation for this new people. 

To secure the future truthfulness of the teaching of the Twelve, 
Jesus promised to send the Spirit of truth to preserve his teaching and 
lead them into crucial truth that he had not yet given them. Speaking 
to the eleven apostles, after Judas had left them on the night before 
he was crucified, Jesus said: 

I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them 
now. When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all 
the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but what-
ever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things 
that are to come. He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine 
and declare it to you. (John 16:12-14) 

He will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that 
I have said to you. (John 14:26) 

2 Donald Hagner, Matthew 1–13, Word Biblical Commentary, Vol. 33a (Dallas: Word, 1993), 
265. Norval Geldenhuys defines an apostle as “one chosen and sent with a special commission 
as the fully authorized representative of the sender.” Geldenhuys, Supreme Authority: The 
Authority of the Lord, His Apostles and the New Testament (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Eerdmans, 
1953), 53-54. 
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This is Jesus’ way of caring for his flock after he is gone. He pro-
vides an authoritative band of representatives and then gives them 
the assurance that in their teaching office they will have divine assis-
tance to provide the church with the truth it needs for all of life and 
godliness. He intends that the teaching of these authoritative spokes-
men be preserved for later generations. 

We know this because Jesus says to his Father in prayer at the 
end of his life, “I do not ask for these [twelve] only, but also for those 
who will believe in me through their word, that they may all be 
one” (John 17:20-21). All subsequent generations of the church 
will come to faith in Jesus “through their word.” This implies that 
their word should be preserved. This is the origin of what we call 
the New Testament. The foundation of the church today is the Spirit-
guided teaching of the apostles, preserved for us in the writings of the 
New Testament.3 

3 There is a controversial passage from Jesus’ teaching about the place of Peter in relationship 
to the foundation of the church. Jesus asked the disciples, “Who do you say that I am?” Simon 
Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Jesus responded, “Blessed are you, 
Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in 
heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and what-
ever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed 
in heaven” (Matt. 16:15-19). 

Some take this passage to teach that Peter and his successors (such as the bishops of Rome 
and the popes), have a unique authority and administrative role in the church throughout his-
tory. The “keys of the kingdom” would be in their hands and would refer to the unique role of 
decision-making for what the church believes and does. The direction of my own understand-
ing is given by George Ladd in the following interpretation: 

Another interpretation lies nearer at hand. Jesus condemned the scribes and the 
Pharisees because they had taken away the key of knowledge, refusing either to enter 
into the Kingdom of God themselves or to permit others to enter (Luke 11:52). 
The same thought appears in the first Gospel. “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! Because you shut the kingdom of heaven against men; for you neither 
enter yourselves nor allow those who would enter to go in” (Matt. 23:13). In bibli-
cal idiom, knowledge is more than intellectual perception. It is “a spiritual posses-
sion due to revelation.” The authority entrusted to Peter is grounded upon 
revelation, that is, spiritual knowledge, which he shared with the twelve. The keys 
of the Kingdom are therefore “the spiritual insight which will enable Peter to lead 
others in through the door of revelation through which he has passed himself” 
[Anthony Flew, Jesus and His Church, 1943, p. 95]. The authority to bind and 
loose involves the admission or exclusion of men from the realm of the Kingdom 
of God. Christ will build his ekklesia [i.e., church] upon Peter and upon those who 
share the divine revelation of Jesus’ messiahship. To them also is committed by virtue 
of this same revelation the means of permitting men to enter the realm of the bless-
ings of the Kingdom or of excluding men from such participation. (George Ladd, 
The Presence of the Future [Grand Rapids, Mich.: Eerdmans, 1974], 274-275). 

This view fits with what I have said about Jesus providing a foundation for the 
church in the teaching of the apostles. Peter had a prominent role to play in that, 
but his founding authority was shared by the others and is found today in the New 
Testament, not in the office of the Pope. 
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The Spirit and the Word Are Inseparable 
In this way Jesus has provided for his church both the Spirit and 
the word. His Spirit and his teaching are inseparable. He would be 
critical of any who try to separate the word and the Spirit. The objec-
tive teachings of Jesus, brought to memory by the Spirit and recorded 
for following generations, are the standard for the church. Any 
attempt to abandon or distort this objective, historical, once-for-all 
deposit of teaching will go astray from what Jesus demands and 
teaches and promises. 

But it is also true that without the Spirit, no one will receive, or 
properly grasp, these historical teachings. By nature we are all sim-
ply human with no spiritual life. But without spiritual life we do 
not have eyes to see truly what Jesus taught. The remedy for this 
blindness and spiritual deadness is to be born again by the Spirit. 
“Unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God” (John 
3:3). This new birth is the work of the Spirit. “That which is born 
of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit” (John 
3:6). If we are going to have the spiritual life and sight that enables 
us to see what Jesus really teaches, we must be born of the Spirit. 
(To see more on this important work of the Spirit see Demand #1.) 

Jesus also made three other noteworthy provisions for his 
church. In the next chapter we take up Jesus’ demand for church dis-
cipline and the two ordinances of baptism and the Lord’s Supper. 



Demand #46 

DO THIS IN REMEMBRANCE 
OF ME—BAPTIZE DISCIPLES 

AND EAT THE LORD’S SUPPER 

If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between 

you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. 

But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that 

every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three wit-

nesses. If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he 

refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and 

a tax collector.—Matt. 18:15-17 

And [ Jesus] said to them, “I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover 

with you before I suffer. For I tell you I will not eat it until it is ful-

filled in the kingdom of God.” And he took a cup, and when he had 

given thanks he said, “Take this, and divide it among yourselves. For 

I tell you that from now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine 

until the kingdom of God comes.” And he took bread, and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is my 

body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” And 

likewise the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup that is poured 

out for you is the new covenant in my blood.”—Luke 22:15-20 

How Jesus Demands That We Handle Sin in 
the Church 
In addition to providing his church with the Spirit and the word 
(which we saw in the previous chapter), Jesus also provided guidelines 
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for how to handle sin in the flock. In one sense, all of his teachings 
do this. They are the charter for how his followers are to live in the 
church and in the world. But he gave more specific guidelines for what 
has come to be called church discipline in Matthew 18:15-17. 

If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between 
you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your 
brother. But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with 
you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of two 
or three witnesses. If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the 
church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be 
to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 

The word “church” signals the fact that Jesus is preparing his fol-
lowers for the ongoing fellowship of his band of followers in his 
absence. The implication of the teaching is that persistent, unre-
pented sin—a refusal to take sin seriously and make war against it 
in our own lives—will mean we are not really followers of Jesus. In 
other words, even though Jesus knew that the church would always 
have false believers in it (Matt. 13:30, 48), nevertheless he made pro-
vision for a kind of careful, loving, patient discipline that would 
not tolerate blatant unwillingness to repent. 

Treating an unrepentant “brother” like a “Gentile and tax col-
lector” did not mean treating him with hostility. Jesus had said 
plainly that such people are to be loved: “And if you greet only 
your brothers, what more are you doing than others? Do not even 
the Gentiles do the same?” (Matt. 5:47). What it means to “let him 
be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector” is to no longer share the 
unique fellowship of Jesus with him—not to relate with him as if 
there is no barrier in the fellowship. This would include not shar-
ing, for example, in the Lord’s Supper together. 

Go, Make Disciples, Baptizing Them 

Which brings us now to the ordinances that Jesus prepared for his 
church before he left, namely, baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Just 
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before he departed into heaven, Jesus gave the command that we 
should “make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matt. 28:19). 
In other words, part of becoming a disciple or a follower of Jesus is 
being baptized. This is the outward mark of the inward change that 
has happened to bring one under the lordship of Jesus as a forgiven 
sinner. 

John the Baptist had baptized people as a call to repentance in 
preparation for the coming of the Messiah (Mark 1:4). This was in 
one sense amazing. He was calling on Jewish people to undergo a 
special sign of repentance as a sign of being part of Messiah’s people. 
But some of the leaders were indignant at this and protested that they 
were already the people of the Messiah. They were Abraham’s off-
spring. To this John replied, “Do not presume to say to yourselves, 
‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for I tell you, God is able from 
these stones to raise up children for Abraham” (Matt. 3:9). In other 
words, “The baptism I demand is a sign that a true people of Israel 
is being formed. It is not coextensive with the physical offspring of 
Abraham. It is made up of those who repent and who will very 
soon meet and believe in the Messiah, Jesus. Do not think,” he says 
to the Jewish leaders, “that if you are rejected for unbelief, God 
will be unable to fulfill his covenant promises; he can raise up from 
stones beneficiaries of his promises.” 

Therefore, already in John’s baptism we see how it functioned to 
distinguish true believers from mere descendants of believers. Now 
Jesus chooses this sign as the mark of his own followers in his 
absence. When they are converted from unbelief to belief, they are to 
be baptized. That is, they are to demonstrate in their obedience to 
this command that they are truly his.1 My simple point here is that 
this act, practiced by almost all Christian churches today, was not 
invented by the churches. Jesus put this in place before he left and 

1 I don’t intend to go into the controversial issues surrounding infant baptism vs. believer’s baptism. 
I would recommend Paul K. Jewett, Infant Baptism and the Covenant of Grace: An Appraisal of 
the Argument That as Infants Were Once Circumcised, So They Should Now Be Baptized (Grand 
Rapids, Mich.: Eerdmans, 1978), which defends the truth of believer’s baptism. For my own 
more extended treatment see http://www.desiringgod.org/resourcelibrary/topicindex/23/ 

http://www.desiringgod.org/resourcelibrary/topicindex/23/
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demanded that we do it. Therefore a follower of Jesus should be bap-
tized in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, as 
Jesus said. This is part of becoming his disciple and becoming a 
part of his church. 

“Do This in Remembrance of Me” 
The other ordinance that Jesus provided for his church is the Lord’s 
Supper. I am calling baptism and the Lord’s Supper ordinances to 
signify that Jesus ordained them. That is, he established the pat-
tern of their observance. This is clear with regard to baptism 
because he commanded it as a more or less formal act in the name 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. It is also clear in regard to the 
Lord’s Supper because, in the context of a very solemn declaration 
about the bread and the cup, Jesus commands us to “do this.” 
“‘This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance 
of me.’ And likewise the cup after they had eaten, saying, ‘This 
cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood’” 
(Luke 22:19-20). 

Jesus did not give this ordinance a name. He called the entire 
meal that he was eating with his disciples that last night the 
Passover and described it in relationship to his own sacrifice. “I 
have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suf-
fer” (Luke 22:15). The Passover marked the event in Egypt when 
God spared the Jewish sons from the angel of death because their 
doorposts and lintel were marked with blood from a sacrificial lamb 
(Exod. 12:13, 23). Since everything about Jesus’ last evening and 
the following trial and crucifixion was planned by God and fol-
lowed obediently by Jesus, it would be folly to think his last sup-
per was only coincidentally a Passover meal. “The Son of Man 
goes as it is written of him” (Matt. 26:24). 

Therefore, it is not surprising that the earliest Christian docu-
ment that refers to this ordinance not only calls it “the Lord’s 
Supper” (kuriako; `n deipnon; 1 Cor. 11:20), but also refers to Jesus 
as “our Passover lamb” (to; pavsca hJmw`n; 1 Cor. 5:7). That was 
surely what Jesus meant to say: “I am instituting a sacred supper 
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for my people when I am gone, and in it they should see a sacred sign 
of the Passover sacrifice that I will perform tomorrow morning when 
I die for their sins.” 

How Is the Cup and Bread the Blood and Body 
of Jesus? 
Of course using the word sign in that last sentence is controversial. 
There have been several different understandings of what Jesus 
meant by taking the bread and saying, “This is my body, which is 
given for you” (Luke 22:19) and by taking the cup and saying, “This 
is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the 
forgiveness of sins” (Matt. 26:28). Was he saying that the cup and 
the bread were signs of his body and blood, or that they somehow 
were transformed into the very body and blood of Jesus? 

It was natural then, and it is natural today, to point to a repre-
sentation of something and say that the representation is the thing. 
For example, I look at a photograph of our house and say, “This is 
our house.” It would not enter anyone’s mind to think I mean that 
the photograph was transformed into my house. If Jesus stooped 
down and drew a camel in the sand, He would say, “This is a camel.” 
The drawing doesn’t become a camel. It represents a camel. 

We know he used language this way because in the parable of the 
four soils, he interprets the images of four kinds of people with 
these words: “As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one 
who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy” (Matt. 
13:20). He means the rocky ground represents a kind of person. 
There is nothing modern or strange about this way of thinking, and 
it is the most natural way to understand Jesus’ words. The cup and 
the body represent his blood and body. 

Moreover, if we insist on saying that “this is my body” and 
“this is my blood” must refer to the physical body and blood of 
Jesus, what becomes of the statement, “This cup . . . is the new 
covenant in my blood” (Luke 22:20)? Are we to say that the cup is 
the new covenant in the same way that the cup is the blood? Surely, 
“this cup . . . is the new covenant” means “this cup represents the 
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new covenant that will be purchased and inaugurated by my blood-
shedding tomorrow morning.” Therefore, it seems wise to under-
stand the words “this is my body” and “this is my blood” to mean: 
“The cup and bread represent my physical body and blood offered 
up for you in death as a sacrifice for your sins.” 

“The Words That I Have Spoken to You Are 
Spirit and Life” 

Sometimes another saying of Jesus is used as a support for seeing 
the cup and bread as literally transformed into the blood and body 
of Jesus. In John 6:53-54 Jesus said, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless 
you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have 
no life in you. Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has 
eternal life.” But Jesus wants us to see this language as a vivid expres-
sion of spiritual feeding, not physical feeding. He tells us this ten 
verses later when he makes sure that we understand that the life 
promised in verses 53-54 is not mediated through flesh but through 
the Spirit: “It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is of no avail. The 
words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life” (John 6:63). 
This verse is a warning against taking the words “this is my body” 
and “this is my blood” in a way that makes eternal life flow through 
physical eating and drinking. 

Therefore, Jesus commands that his followers celebrate the 
Lord’s Supper as a commemoration of his death and an antici-
pation of his coming again in the glory of his kingdom (Luke 
22:18). Knowing that this cup and bread represent the most won-
derful act of love in history and that it accomplished the purchase 
and inauguration of the new covenant—that is, the purchase of 
forgiveness and a new heart (Jer. 31:31-34)—makes the Lord’s 
Supper a matchless act of communion with the risen Jesus. He 
draws near by his Spirit and his word and makes himself known 
to us for our enjoyment in a way that is uniquely shaped by this 
solemn act. 
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The Demand of Jesus: Be the Church 
What we have seen in this chapter is that the church is not an after-
thought created by the followers of Jesus because his message of 
the coming kingdom did not materialize. No, the church did not 
replace the kingdom. The church is created and sustained by the 
kingdom. The church was planned by Jesus, and he provided for 
her in every way. 

“I will build my church” is the banner that flies over the gath-
erings of Jesus’ followers today. He is building his people. He is gath-
ering his flock. He is fulfilling his promise to be with her to the end 
of the age. He is teaching her by his Spirit and through his word. And 
he is marking her off from the world through the sign of baptism and 
by making himself remembered and known and enjoyed in the 
Lord’s Supper. “Do this” is a demand of the Lord that calls us today 
to be not just individual followers but a flock, a gathering, a com-
munity, and a church. 
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LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE 
BEFORE OTHERS 

THAT THEY MAY GLORIFY 
YOUR FATHER WHO 

IS IN  HEAVEN 

You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall 

its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be 

thrown out and trampled under people’s feet. You are the light of 

the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light 

a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light 

to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before oth-

ers, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your 

Father who is in heaven.—Matt. 5:13-16 

Salt is good, but if the salt has lost its saltiness, how will you make 

it salty again? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one 

another.—Mark 9:50 

The demand that we let our light shine before the world has a 
goal: that people might give glory to our Father who is in 

heaven. So ultimately, the demand is that we seek to glorify God by 
letting our light shine. It is fitting then that we devote this chapter 
to the importance of this goal: the glorifying of God. Then in the 
following chapter we will turn to what it means to let our light shine. 
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Jesus’ First Passion and Supreme Value 
The first thing that Jesus demands that we pray is that our Father’s 
name be hallowed. “Pray then like this: ‘Our Father in heaven, hal-
lowed be your name’” (Matt. 6:9). In saying this, Jesus signals that 
his first passion is—and our first passion should be—the manifest 
holiness of God. I choose the phrase “manifest holiness of God” 
for three reasons. First, the Greek word behind “hallowed be” 
(aJ v {giasqhtw) is built on the word for “holy” (agio~). Second, when 
you turn the word “holy” into a verb like this, it means to “show 
yourself holy”—hence the idea of manifest holiness. Third, another 
way to speak of the manifest holiness of God is to speak of his glory.1 

The reason it is important to see the connection between the hal-
lowing of God’s name and the glory of God is that numerous sayings 
of Jesus (as we will see in a moment) show that the glory of his Father 
and his own glory are supremely important. Nothing in the uni-
verse is more valuable than the glory of God. Seeing the connection 
between the hallowing of God’s name as the first passion of Jesus and 
the glory of God as the supreme value in the universe shows that 
there is no conflict between these two. Hallowing God’s name and 
glorifying God are largely the same act. 

What Is the Glory of God? 
God’s glory is the radiance of his manifold perfections. Those are 
poor words for the richest reality of all. But though words are inad-
equate, we must try. God’s glory is the outshining of the infinite value 
of all that God is. It is his moral beauty. It is visible to the physical 
eye only as the glorious created world points to its invisible but more 
glorious Maker. “Consider the lilies of the field. . . . Even Solomon 

1 One way to think of the holiness of God in relation to his glory is that his holiness is the infi-
nite worth of his intrinsic perfection and purity, and his glory is the manifestation or the radi-
ance of that worth. One textual pointer toward this relationship is Leviticus 10:1-3, “Now Nadab 
and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each took his censer and put fire in it and laid incense on it and 
offered unauthorized fire before the LORD, which he had not commanded them. And fire came 
out from before the LORD and consumed them, and they died before the LORD. Then Moses 
said to Aaron, ‘This is what the LORD has said, “Among those who are near me I will be sanc-
tified [aJ v vgiasqhsomai], and before all the people I will be glorified [doxasqhsomai].”’” The priests 
must treat God as holy in their sacrifices, and the result will be that God will be manifested as 
holy to the people—that is, he will be glorified. 
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in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. . . .  God so clothes 
the grass of the field” (Matt. 6:28-30). The glory of the lilies is the 
work of God. It is meant to get our attention and waken us to a glory 
of which lily-glory is only a likeness. 

We love to look at glory. We were made to enjoy seeing it. This 
is why Jesus came into the world. He came to reveal the glory of God 
more fully than nature ever had (John 1:14) and to die in our place 
so that we could be saved from God’s wrath in order to enjoy forever 
the glory of God’s grace (John 3:14-15, 36; 17:24) and to awaken 
in us a desire for that glory so that we do not perish in our blind 
love affair with the glory of sin (John 3:19). Jesus consciously aimed 
to reveal the glory of God. His actions and words were designed to 
fulfill prophecies like this: “The people dwelling in darkness have 
seen a great light, and for those dwelling in the region and shadow 
of death, on them a light has dawned” (Matt. 4:16). He said, “As 
long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world” (John 9:5; 
cf. 8:12). That is, he revealed the brightness of God’s glory as never 
before and by this light put everything in truthful perspective. 

How Jesus Glorified God 
Jesus displayed the glory of God in accomplishing what God had 
given him to do. So he prayed to his Father at the end of his life, “I 
glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave 
me to do” (John 17:4). That work included many miracles during his 
life and the great final work of redemption when he died and rose 
again. 

For example, when Jesus did his first public miracle by turning 
water into wine, John says, he “manifested his glory” (John 2:11). 
When Jesus healed a paralytic and forgave his sins, “the crowds 
saw it [and] were afraid, and they glorified God” (Matt. 9:8). When 
the people saw “the mute speaking, the crippled healthy, the lame 
walking, and the blind seeing . . . they glorified the God of Israel” 
(Matt. 15:31). When ten lepers were cleansed, one grateful man 
“turned back, glorifying God with a loud voice” (Luke 17:15, NASB). 
When a woman who was bent over for eighteen years was touched 
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and straightened, “she glorified God” (Luke 13:13). And when Jesus 
was about to raise Lazarus from the dead, he said to his sister, “Did 
I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” 
(John 11:40). Everything Jesus did was done with a view to making 
God look great. His work was to display the greatness and the 
beauty of the full range of God’s perfections. 

But the greatest miracle of all was Jesus’ death and resurrection 
so that we might be redeemed from the guilt and power of sin (Mark 
10:45) and have forgiveness (Matt. 26:28) and eternal life (John 
3:14-15). In this great act of substitution—the guiltless for the 
guilty—Jesus displayed the glory of the wrath of God and the glory 
of the love of God. God’s wrath is a glorious wrath (Luke 21:23; 
John 3:36). He could have no other kind. And God’s love is a glori-
ous love. When Jesus came to die, as the climax of his earthly work, 
there was a huge sense that this was the moment of greatest groan-
ing and greatest glory. 

In those last hours he said, “The hour has come for the Son of 
Man to be glorified. Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of 
wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it 
bears much fruit” (John 12:23). The glory of Jesus was manifested 
both in the suffering and in the triumphal resurrection afterward. 
Jesus said, “Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these 
things and enter into his glory?” (Luke 24:26). The sufferings were 
the pathway to glory. 

The Father and the Son Glorify Each Other 
But they were not just the path. They were an essential part of his 
glory. “Now [in this very hour of suffering] is the Son of Man glo-
rified, and God is glorified in him. If God is glorified in him, God will 
also glorify him in himself, and glorify him at once” (John 13:31). 
God is shown to be gloriously worthy in Jesus’ willingness to die so 
that God would be just to remove the wrath that rightly falls on 
sinners. And when the Father is thus glorified in the Son, he then 
undertakes to glorify the Son with a mighty display of approval in 
the resurrection. 
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Back and forth goes the work of the Father and the Son in glo-
rifying each other in the act of salvation. If we have seen that the 
Son glorifies the Father, and the Father responds by glorifying the 
Son, the reverse is also true. “Father,” Jesus says, “the hour has 
come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you” (John 17:1; 
12:27-28). When Jesus is glorifying the Father in his death, it is the 
Father at work glorifying the Son as well; and when the Father glo-
rifies the Son in his resurrection and exaltation, it leads to the Son 
glorifying the Father as well. This mutual display of the glory of God 
in the work of the Father and of the Son is the supreme passion of 
their hearts. 

No Greater Love Than God’s Glorifying Himself 
in Jesus for Us 
And the good news is that this is the very essence of their love for 
us. They are displaying their glory not only to make it visible for 
the enjoyment of soul-hungry creatures like us who were made to 
find ultimate satisfaction in it, but also in a way that pays for our fail-
ures to treasure God’s glory so that we can escape judgment (John 
5:29). In other words, God’s passion to glorify himself and his Son 
is an act of love because of the preciousness of what he gives and 
the price that he pays to give it. He gives us his glory, and he pays 
for it with his Son’s life. There is no greater gift than God himself in 
all his glory. There is no greater price than the death of God’s Son. 
Therefore, there is no greater love than God’s glorifying himself in 
the death and resurrection of Jesus.2 

When that great work of redemption is done in the crucifixion 
and resurrection, Jesus sets about, over the centuries, to gather a 
people for himself by sending the Holy Spirit whose central work is 
to glorify Jesus and draw people to him in faith. So he promised, 
“When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the 
truth. . . .  He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and 

2 To see this point unfolded in greater detail and with more texts, see John Piper, God Is the 
Gospel: Meditations on God’s Love as the Gift of Himself (Wheaton, Ill.: Crossway Books, 
2005). 
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declare it to you” (John 16:13-14). The central work of the Spirit is 
to continue the great work of glorifying the Father and the Son. He 
does that by opening our spiritual eyes to see the truth and beauty 
of who Jesus is and what he has already done in his life and death 
and resurrection (John 3:3, 8; Matt. 16:17). When we see him for 
who he is, we are drawn to receive him and trust him and worship 
him and obey him. 

Now, in view of the passion for God’s glory, what does it mean 
to “let your light shine” for the glory of God? That’s the focus of 
the next chapter. 



Demand #48 

LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE 
BEFORE OTHERS—THE 

JOYFUL SACRIFICE OF LOVE 
IN SUFFERING 

Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter 

all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be 

glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the 

prophets who were before you. You are the salt of the earth, but if 

salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no 

longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled 

under people’s feet. You are the light of the world. A city set on a 

hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under 

a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In 

the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may 

see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in 

heaven.—Matt. 5:11-16 

In the previous chapter we focused on the supreme passion of 
Jesus, his Father, and the Holy Spirit—namely, that they be glo-

rified in the work of our salvation. Which brings us now to the 
demand, “Let your light shine before others, so that they may see 
your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven” 
(Matt. 5:16). After seeing that Jesus’ and the Father’s and the Spirit’s 
supreme passion is to display the glory of God, it should not be 
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surprising that the followers of Jesus should be drawn into this pas-
sion. Live in such a way that people look at your life and make 
much of your God. That is what Jesus demands. 

Shine with the Light That You Are 
The light that we let shine is the light that we are. Jesus said, “You 
are the light of the world” (Matt. 5:14). So there is a movement from 
the inside to the outside. What people see from the outside is our 
“good works.” But that is not who we are. The good works have a 
light source from inside. The key to understanding what the light is 
that shines out through good works is the aim of the works, namely, 
that people see and give glory to God. Why do they give glory to God 
and not to us? Because the light that is shining out is the light of God, 
or the light of Jesus who is the revelation of the glory of God. 

What Actually Is the Light That People See? 
So what does it mean then that we are the light of the world? How 
do good deeds grow from who we are in such a way that they make 
God look glorious? Here it would be wise to stay close to the con-
text of Jesus’ words. He has just spoken the Beatitudes: Blessed are 
the poor in spirit, those who mourn, the meek, those who hunger 
and thirst for righteousness, the merciful, the pure in heart, the 
peacemakers, and those who suffer for righteousness’ sake (Matt. 
5:3-10). Here is a kind of identity that is very unusual in the world. 
It is like savory salt when things are tasteless and flat,1 and it is like 
hope-filled light when people are stumbling around in the dark. 

But the closest beatitude to the demand to let your light shine for 
the glory of God is that you are blessed when you are reviled. 
“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and 
utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice 

1 W. D. Davies and Dale Allison give eleven possible meanings for “you are the salt of the 
earth” (Matt. 5:13), and then conclude that perhaps that’s the point: the many uses of salt. A 
Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Gospel According to Saint Matthew, International 
Critical Commentary, Vol. 1 (Edinburgh: T & T Clark, 1988), 472-473. But I follow those 
who think that the savor of salt is the most natural thing referred to. There is a kind of radical 
life rooted in the promises of the Beatitudes that has a rare and wonderful taste in a world 
gone flat with an excess of superficial titillation. 
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and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they perse-
cuted the prophets who were before you” (Matt. 5:11-12). 
Immediately following this demand to rejoice in persecution comes 
the statement: “You are the salt of the earth. . . . You are the light 
of the world” (Matt. 5:13-14). Therefore, I conclude that what is 
most salty and bright in this insipid and dark world is the almost 
incomprehensible joy of Jesus’ followers in the midst of persecution 
and the hardships of life. 

It is a joy that is meek and merciful and pure and peaceable, 
but these things alone do not awaken people to the glory of God. 
In order to waken people to consider God as an explanation for 
our good works there generally must be an obstacle of suffering 
that would ordinarily cause them to be angry or despairing, but does 
not have that effect on us. Rather they see us “rejoice” in hardship. 
They see that this hardship does not make us self-centered and self-
pitying and mean-spirited. Instead they see our joy and wonder what 
we are hoping in when ordinary props for hope have been knocked 
away. The answer, Jesus says, is that we have great reward in heaven 
(Matt. 5:12). That is, Jesus has become a treasure for us that is 
more precious than what the world offers. Therefore, when perse-
cution or calamity take natural pleasures away, we still have Jesus, 
and we still have joy. 

Now when our good works get their flavor from this salt and 
glow with this light, the world may well be awakened to taste some-
thing they have never tasted before and to see something they have 
never seen before, namely, the glory of God in Jesus. If we give a 
word of testimony concerning the truth and beauty of Jesus,2 and if 
the Spirit mercifully blows on the hearts of those who see the evi-
dence of that beauty in our lives, then people will “give glory to [our] 
Father who is in heaven” (Matt. 5:16). 

2 Jesus would consider it a great mistake if we took his words to mean that a person could 
come to a saving sight of the glory of God in our deeds without some verbal testimony as to who 
Jesus is and what he has done for us and promised to us. This is why Jesus sent his disciples 
out to preach and to do good works (Matt. 10:7-8; Luke 9:2; 10:9). Not either-or, but both-and. 
The great saving task of the followers of Jesus is to speak the gospel along with a life of salt-
like, light-like love: “And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole 
world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come” (Matt. 24:14). 
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Is the Glory of God an “Ulterior Motive” 
for Love? 

The supremacy of the value of the glory of God is seen in the way 
Jesus makes the demand of Matthew 5:16—“Let your light shine 
before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory 
to your Father who is in heaven.” He explicitly says that our aim in 
doing good works for others is that they might glorify God. 
Sometimes people who talk much of love but are not God-centered 
the way Jesus is say things like, “If you do good to people to get them 
to glorify your God, you are not loving them, for you have ulterior 
motives.” 

This kind of criticism results from a failure to experience the 
glory of God as the greatest gift and highest joy imaginable. How 
could it not be love to lay down your life for someone (in doing 
good for them) specifically with a view to satisfying them with the 
glory of God forever? This motive is not ulterior; it is open and 
front and center. It is the very essence of love: Followers of Jesus 
are not do-gooders with no eternal aims for those they love. They 
know exactly what the greatest and highest and most joyful good is: 
seeing and savoring God in Jesus forever. This is their aim and 
they are unashamed of it. They think any lesser aim is a failure of 
love. 

Jesus Loved Us by Obtaining for Us at the 
Cost of His Life God’s Glory 

We have seen it already, but it is so important we should see it again 
from different texts: Jesus loved like this. In his darkest hour he let 
his light shine most brightly in a “good work.” As he did the great-
est “good work” that has ever been done, he pondered out loud, 
“And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’?” His answer 
is no. Instead he described the ultimate reason why he came to the 
hour of his death: “But for this purpose I have come to this hour. 
Father, glorify your name” (John 12:27-28). D. A. Carson rightly 
calls this “nothing other than an articulation of the principle that has 



360 Demand #48 

controlled his life and ministry (John 7:18; 8:29, 50).”3 From begin-
ning (John 2:11) to end (John 12:28) Jesus let his light shine—did his 
good works—to vindicate and display the glory of God. 

The way he thought of this as the supreme act of love was not 
only that it cost him his life (John 15:13), but that it obtained freely 
for sinners the greatest gift possible. He prayed for it in John 17:24, 
“Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be 
with me where I am, to see my glory.” This was the final, greatest, 
and most satisfying gift obtained by Jesus in the “good work” that 
he did on the cross. 

This will make no sense at all to a person who does not see and 
savor the glory of God above all other gifts. But for those who have 
renounced all that this world offers (Luke 14:33) and set their heart 
on the “great reward” in heaven, namely, the enjoyment of the 
glory of Jesus, Jesus’ purchase of this reward at the cost of his life will 
be the greatest act of love imaginable. 

Letting Our Light Shine, Like Jesus, in the Way 
We Die 
When Jesus calls us to let our light shine that others may see our 
good deeds and glorify God, he is calling us to join him in the work 
he came to do. And just as he pursued the glory of his Father through 
his final act of dying, he expects that we will do the same. Therefore, 
he said to Peter, “‘Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, 
you used to dress yourself and walk wherever you wanted, but 
when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another 
will dress you and carry you where you do not want to go.’ (This 
he said to show by what kind of death he was to glorify God)” (John 
21:18). Jesus simply takes it for granted that his disciples will make 
God look good in the way they die. 

The only question is, how will we die? That decision lies in the 
hands of God, as Jesus makes clear with the words, “Are not two 
sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall to the 

3 D. A. Carson, The Gospel According to John (Grand Rapids, Mich: Eerdmans, 1991), 440. 
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ground apart from your Father. But even the hairs of your head 

are all numbered. Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than 

many sparrows” (Matt. 10:29-31). In other words, if God rules 

over how the birds die, how much more surely will he govern your 

death. 

Jesus’ Light and Ours at His Second Coming 

The final great historical display of Jesus’ shining light—and ours— 

happens at his second coming. He tells us how it will be both for him 

and for us. For him, he says, “The Son of Man is going to come 

with his angels in the glory of his Father . . . all the tribes of the 

earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the 

clouds of heaven with power and great glory. . . . Then shall he sit 

upon the throne of his glory” (Matt. 16:27; 24:30; 25:31, KJV). He 

came the first time to display the glory of his Father. He will come the 

second time to complete that revelation and “gather out of his king-

dom all causes of sin and all law-breakers” (Matt. 13:41). 

What about for us? What will his second coming mean for us? 

It turns out that letting our light shine will be our eternal vocation. 

We will never cease to have this calling. This is why we were cre-

ated: to be so satisfied with our great reward, the glory of God in 

Jesus, that we reflect his infinite worth in acts of love that cause 

others to see and savor and show more of the glory of God. We can 

see our eternal shining in Matthew 13:43 where Jesus describes what 

becomes of his followers at his second coming: “The righteous will 

shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.” 

This is our final destiny. Beholding the glory of Jesus (John 

17:24), we will shine with the beauty and the love that he has. The 

church that he promised to build (Matt. 16:18, see Demand #45) 

will find its final destiny in reflecting to one another the glory of 

Jesus, so that our enjoyment of him will be all the greater because 

of the manifold manifestations of it in the shining members. 
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The Bright Demand 
Jesus’ demand to the world is that all human beings find in him the 
all-satisfying glory for which we were made. Then he demands that 
we turn from trusting in anything else and bank our hope on the 
great reward of everlasting joy in him. And then, in that hope and 
joy, he demands that we let that light shine in sacrificial good deeds 
of love, so that others will see and savor and spread the glory of God. 



Demand #49 

MAKE DISCIPLES OF 
ALL NATIONS, FOR 
ALL AUTHORITY 

BELONGS TO JESUS 

All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go there-

fore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 

observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you 

always, to the end of the age.—Matt. 28:18-20 

The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore pray 

earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his 

harvest.—Matt. 9:37-38 

Go out to the highways and hedges and compel people to come in, 

that my house may be filled.—Luke 14:23 

I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who 

repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repen-

tance.—Luke 15:7 

As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.—John 20:21 

Before Jesus demanded that his followers go make disciples of all 
nations, he gave the justification for this seemingly presump-

tuous mission. He said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has 
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been given to me” (Matt. 28:18). The basis today of any follower 
of Jesus telling a follower of another lord to repent and turn and 
follow Jesus is that Jesus has all authority in the universe. 

What Is Authority? 

Authority refers to the right and the power to hold sway in a given 
relationship. So a father has authority over his children, but not 
necessarily over his neighbor. An army lieutenant has authority 
over his platoon, but not over the company commander. A teacher 
has authority over the students in the classroom, but not over their 
parents. An office manager has authority over the secretaries, but not 
over the CEO. 

We see a picture of the meaning of authority in the story of Jesus’ 
encounter with the Roman centurion. This officer wanted Jesus to 
heal his servant but did not feel worthy to have Jesus come into his 
home. So he said to Jesus, “Lord, I am not worthy to have you 
come under my roof, but only say the word, and my servant will be 
healed. For I too am a man under authority, with soldiers under 
me. And I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes, and to another, ‘Come,’ 
and he comes, and to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it” (Matt. 
8:8-9). In other words, authority is the right and power to have 
your subordinates do what you choose for them to do. 

That is the authority Jesus has over everyone and everything. 
“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.” The 
phrase “heaven and earth” is meant to include everything. 
Therefore, everyone and everything is subordinate to Jesus. Every 
human. Every angel. Every demon. The devil himself. And all the 
natural world and what happens in it. 

The Total Authority of Jesus 

We see this illustrated even during Jesus’ earthly ministry. He has 
authority to forgive sins, which only God can do; and so he was 
accused of blasphemy (Mark 2:7-12). We see it in the way he taught 
the people and the way he handled the Jewish Scriptures: “They were 
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astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as one who had 
authority, and not as the scribes” (Mark 1:22; Matt. 5:17-18). We 
see it in the way he rebuked the devil (Matt. 4:10) and commanded 
unclean spirits: “He commands even the unclean spirits, and they 
obey him” (Mark 1:27). We see it in the way he commanded the 
forces of nature by healing all kinds of diseases (Matt. 4:23) and 
turning water into wine (John 2:9; 4:46) and calming the storm: “He 
awoke and rebuked the wind and said to the sea, ‘Peace! Be still!’ 
And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm” (Mark 4:39). 

We see Jesus’ authority in the matter of life and death, both his 
own and other’s—and ultimately in the matter of eternal life. He 
raised people from the dead (Mark 5:41-42; Luke 7:14-15; John 
11:43-44) and ruled over his own death and resurrection: “No one 
takes [my life] from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have 
authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again” 
(John 10:18). And he holds full sway in the final judgment. He said 
that God the Father “has given him authority to execute judgment, 
because he is the Son of Man” (John 5:27). And God has “given 
him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom [God has] 
given him” (John 17:2). 

How Jesus Lays Claim on the World 
There is nothing outside the authority of Jesus. He has the right 
and the power to demand allegiance from every soul that exists. As 
the Lord of the universe, Jesus demands that everyone from every 
nation and every religion become his disciple. The way Jesus pursues 
this universal claim on every soul is by sending his followers to 
make disciples from all the nations. After saying that all authority 
in heaven and earth is his, he says, “therefore . . .” This word shows 
not only that his universal authority is the basis of his universal claim 
on every person, but also that the way he lays claim to those per-
sons follows in the next verse. 

What follows is a commission that his followers go and make 
disciples. “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations” (Matt. 
28:19). In other words, Jesus does not lay claim on a person directly 
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from heaven. He lays claim on people through his followers. He 
laid down the principle while he was still here: “Truly, truly, I say 
to you, whoever receives the one I send receives me, and whoever 
receives me receives the one who sent me” (John 13:20; Matt. 
10:40). It is true that he said, “I will build my church” (Matt. 16:18), 
and “I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them 
also, and they will listen to my voice” (John 10:16). Yes, he is doing 
it himself. But he did not mean that he would do it directly from 
heaven without emissaries. We know this because when he prayed 
for the future church in John 17:20, he described them as “those who 
will believe in me through their word.” 

The Mission Lasts as Long as This Age Lasts 

In other words, Jesus builds his church and gathers his flock from the 
nations of the world through the word of those he sends. So the 
universal authority of Jesus issues in a mission that lasts as long as 
history and extends as far as humanity: “Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations. . . . And behold, I am with you always, to 
the end of the age” (Matt. 28:19-20). The words “to the end of the 
age” show that the mission should last till Jesus comes back. The 
demand is not given only to the first generation of disciples. The mis-
sion lasts as long as the mission-sustaining promise lasts. And that 
promise is: The all-authoritative Jesus will be with us “to the end of 
the age.” As long as there is time, and as long as there are nations 
to reach, Jesus’ demand to go make disciples is valid. 

The Followers of Jesus Speak on His Behalf 

This implies several things. First, it implies that Jesus’ exclusive claim 
will be made not just by him, but by his followers. He claimed that 
he is the one and only Lord of the universe and that every person 
from every nation and every religion or non-religion should be his 
disciple. This claim is now given to his emissaries to make disciples 
among all the nations and all the religions of the world. Jesus sends 
his followers to go make disciples of all nations, no matter what their 
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religion is—Jews, Hindus, Buddhists, Muslims, animists, atheists, 
agnostics. He sends his followers, backed by his universal author-
ity, to go and call all people in every nation and every religion to turn 
to become the disciples of Jesus. 

This means that in times of relativism (like our own), when 
people do not cherish objective, unchanging truth, followers of 
Jesus will be accused of arrogance. They will proclaim that Jesus has 
all authority—because it is true—and that everyone should repent 
and believe in him and become his disciple. They will warn every-
one that to reject Jesus as the eternal Son of God who came into 
the world to redeem sinners by his death and who rose again as 
Lord of the universe is to forfeit eternal life. Jesus said, “Whoever 
believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son 
shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him. . . . Whoever 
does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent him” 
(John 3:36; 5:23; cf. 15:23). 

This is the mandate and promise that sustain Jesus’ emissaries: 
“The one who hears you hears me, and the one who rejects you rejects 
me, and the one who rejects me rejects him who sent me” (Luke 
10:16). The followers of Jesus will be scorned for saying that all 
authority belongs to Jesus and that everyone must become his disci-
ple or forfeit eternal life. But Jesus knew that would happen: “If the 
world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you” (John 
15:18). That is why he enclosed this radical demand to make disciples 
between the double assurance (1) that all authority really is his and 
(2) that he will be with his emissaries till the end of the age. 

Jesus Demands That We Pursue Ethnic Diversity 
in His Kingdom 
A second implication of Jesus’ universal mission is that Jesus cares for 
all ethnic groups and intends to have disciples from every “nation.” 
When he says, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,” the 
meaning of the word “nations” is not political states. “Nations”— 
or its synonym, “peoples” (Luke 2:31; Ps. 117:1)—in the Bible does 
not refer to political states like America, Spain, Brazil, China, etc., but 
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to ethnic or language or cultural groupings within these political 
states. For example, within the political state of China there are 
dozens of “nations”—Dulong, Li, Lisu, Shui, Salar, Yao, etc. And in 
the Jewish Scriptures that Jesus knew, we read about “the Jebusites, 
the Amorites, the Girgashites, the Hivites, the Arkites, the Sinites, 
the Arvadites, the Zemarites, and the Hamathites” (Gen. 10:16-18). 

So in our day the demand of Jesus to make disciples of all nations 
would mean, for example, to make disciples among the Baloch of 
Pakistan, the Maninka of Guinea, the Bugis of Indonesia, the Wa 
of China, the Somali and Dakota of Minneapolis. These are the 
kinds of groups Jesus was referring to when he said, “Go therefore 
and make disciples of all nations.” Wherever there is a distinct peo-
ple group1 that has no disciples of Jesus, the demand of Jesus is 
resoundingly clear: “Go as my emissaries with my authority and 
my word and my love and my power and make disciples there.” 
There is no partiality with Jesus in this mission. He is not western, 
and he is not eastern. He is utterly committed to ethnic diversity 
and unity in the truth of his supremacy. In fact, the word from which 
we get “ethnic” is the word for “nations” in Matthew 28:19, e[qno~. 

It has not always seemed as though God were pursuing all the 
nations. At times he seemed to be committed to his people Israel, 
but not the nations. His way has been indirect and at times 
inscrutable. How shall we understand this roundabout way toward 
a global church of worshipers from all the nations? That is what 
we turn to in the final chapter. 

1 For a more complete defense and explanation of what “all nations” means in a biblical and mis-
siological perspective, see John Piper, Let the Nations Be Glad: The Supremacy of God in 
Missions, revised and expanded edition (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker, 2003), 155-200. 
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MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL 
NATIONS, FOR THE 

MISSION CANNOT FAIL 

I tell you, many will come from east and west and recline at table 

with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, while the 

sons of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness. In that 

place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.—Matt. 8:11-12 

But before all this they will lay their hands on you and persecute 

you, delivering you up to the synagogues and prisons, and you will 

be brought before kings and governors for my name’s sake. This will 

be our opportunity to bear witness.—Luke 21:12-13 

They will fall by the edge of the sword and be led captive among all 

nations, and Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by the Gentiles, 

until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.—Luke 21:24 

God’s Roundabout Way of Pursuing the Nations: 
Focusing on Israel 
We must not stumble over God’s unusual way of pursuing the 
nations for the glory of his Son. It is true that Jesus taught that God 
chose to work in a unique way with the people of Israel instead of 
the nations. Jesus called the Jews of his day “the sons of the king-
dom” (Matt. 8:12), that is, those to whom God gave a unique first 
privilege to be the focus of his saving deeds in history—like the deliv-
erance from Egypt at the Red Sea, and miracles of provision in the 



370 Demand #50 

wilderness, and the gift of the promised land, and many victories in 
battle (see Psalm 105 for a narrative of these blessings). 

And it is also true that when Jesus came, he came as the Jewish 
Messiah, announcing the coming of the long-expected kingdom of 
triumph over the enemies of Israel. But he did not intend to bring 
the kingdom the way they thought. His intention was to suffer and 
die for their sins before he would reign as their king. This was their 
only hope of eternal life. Jesus focused his mission on the Jews, giv-
ing them every opportunity to know him and believe in him. He even 
said to the twelve apostles as he sent them out during his lifetime, 
“Go nowhere among the Gentiles and enter no town of the 
Samaritans, but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel” 
(Matt. 10:5-6). And at one point he said, “I was sent only to the 
lost sheep of the house of Israel” (Matt. 15:24). We may think this 
a roundabout way to reach the nations. But God has his reasons. 

Jesus’ Focus Was Rejected, and He Turned to 
the Nations 

There are lessons the nations must learn from the failure of Israel 
to trust God and welcome a suffering Messiah. During his lifetime 
on earth most Jews did not believe that Jesus was the Messiah (Matt. 
21:39; Mark 15:11-13; John 5:47; 6:36; 8:45; 12:37). They did not 
expect a suffering servant. Jesus upbraided this failure: “O foolish 
ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spo-
ken! Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things 
and enter into his glory?” (Luke 24:25-26). 

Not only did God intend for his Son, the Messiah, to suffer 
before he enters his glory, but God also intended all along that this 
would be the way the door of salvation would be opened to the 
nations. In the Jewish Scriptures that Jesus knew and loved, the 
prophecy was clear: The Son of God would one day inherit the 
nations. God said in Psalm 2 that he would establish his Royal Son 
in Jerusalem, and then this Son speaks: “I will tell of the decree: 
The LORD said to me, ‘You are my Son; today I have begotten you. 
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Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, and the ends 
of the earth your possession’” (Ps. 2:7-8). 

Again and again in these Scriptures we read the promise that 
all the nations would one day bow down and worship the true God, 
and that his Servant-Son would be a light to the nations. “All the 
ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD, and all the 
families of the nations shall worship before you. . . . I will make 
you as a light for the nations, that my salvation may reach to the 
end of the earth” (Ps. 22:27; Isa. 49:6; cf. Gen. 49:10; Deut. 32:43; 
Ps. 66:4; 67:3-4; 68:32; 72:8; 86:9; 97:1; 138:4-5; Isa. 11:10; 42:10-
12; 45:22; 49:12; Jer. 16:19; Dan. 7:14; Mic. 4:1-4). 

When Jesus came as the light of the world, though his focus 
was on Israel, he began to make it clear that the kingdom he was 
bringing through suffering would bless the nations and that Israel 
herself would be, for a season, left to the side. For example, when a 
Gentile centurion believed in him and the Jewish leaders didn’t, Jesus 
said, “I tell you, many will come from east and west and recline at 
table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, 
while the sons of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer dark-
ness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth” 
(Matt. 8:11-12). The meaning is clear: The natural heirs of the king-
dom (Israel) are not going to inherit its blessings because of unbe-
lief, but the Gentile nations, that is, those who come from east and 
west, will enter the kingdom. 

The mystery is opening. Gentiles—the nations—are going to 
inherit the blessings of Israel. Jesus had signaled this in his very first 
sermon in his hometown of Nazareth. He said that “there were 
many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heavens were 
shut up three years and six months, and a great famine came over 
all the land, and Elijah was sent to none of them but only to 
Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a [Gentile!] woman who was a 
widow. And there were many lepers in Israel in the time of the 
prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed, but only Naaman 
the [Gentile!] Syrian” (Luke 4:25-27). What was the response among 
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the Jewish hometown people? “When they heard these things, all 
in the synagogue were filled with wrath” (Luke 4:28). 

The Times of the Gentiles 
More and more it became clear, for those who had ears to hear, 
that Jesus had come to save all the nations as well as Jews. For exam-
ple, he told his disciples, “You will be dragged before governors 
and kings for my sake, to bear witness before them and the Gentiles 
[i.e., the nations]” (Matt. 10:18). When he drove the money-
changers out of the temple he said, “Is it not written, ‘My house shall 
be called a house of prayer for all the nations’?” (Mark 11:17). He 
said that in the last judgment “before him will be gathered all the 
nations, and he will separate people one from another as a shep-
herd separates the sheep from the goats” (Matt. 25:32), and the 
criterion of judgment will not be Jewishness, but how people have 
related to him in the ministry of his messengers. He said that the 
judgment of God was going to fall on Jerusalem and that “Jerusalem 
will be trampled underfoot by the Gentiles, until the times of the 
Gentiles are fulfilled” (Luke 21:24). In other words, there is an 
appointed time for the mission to the Gentiles when Israel is passed 
over, until the day comes when Israel will say, “blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord” (Matt. 23:39). 

During this time—the times of the Gentiles—the sovereign 
promise of Jesus stands firm: “And this gospel of the kingdom will 
be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony to all 
nations, and then the end will come” (Matt. 24:14). There is no 
maybe here. The mission that he gives to his followers to go and 
make disciples of all nations will come to pass. “I will build my 
church” (Matt. 16:18). “I have other sheep that are not of this fold. 
I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice” (John 
10:16). “Thus it is written [and cannot be broken!], that the Christ 
should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that repen-
tance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to 
all nations” (Luke 24:46). The mission to make disciples of all 
nations will succeed. 
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The Blessings of Abraham Are for the Nations 

So even though God focused his redeeming work on Israel for many 
centuries, everything was preparation for the global mission to the 
nations. This was there from the first promise to Abraham: “Now 
the LORD said to Abram, ‘Go from your country and your kindred 
and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. . . . I will 
bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, 
and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed” (Gen. 
12:1-3). This is the promise that is coming true in Jesus’ command, 
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations.” When the nations 
become disciples of Jesus, they receive the Messiah of Israel. And 
when they receive the Messiah of Israel, they receive the God of 
Abraham. And when they receive the God of Abraham, they become 
heirs of all the promises God made to Israel. This is what Jesus meant 
in Matthew 21:43 when he said, “Therefore I tell you, the kingdom 
of God will be taken away from you [Israel] and given to a people 
producing its fruits.” That new “people” is the church gathered from 
all the nations. 

His Final Demand: “Make a Global Claim on 
My Behalf” 

Jesus’ final demand is that we never lose sight of the global scope of 
his claim on the human race. He is not a tribal deity. He is the Lord 
of the universe. Every knee will one day bow either willingly or 
unwillingly (Matt. 25:31-32). All judgment is given to him (John 
5:22). The demand is that his followers reach the nations with “all 
that he has commanded.” “Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations1 . . .  teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 
you” (Matt. 28:19-20). The mandate is that everything I have tried 
to set forth in this book (and it is not exhaustive) be taken to the 
nations. This is what it means to make disciples—not just that they 

1 I omit the command to baptize here (“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptiz-
ing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit”) not because it is an 
unimportant part of becoming a disciple of Jesus, but because I have dealt with this command 
in Demand #46. 
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make a profession of faith, but that they “observe all that I have 
commanded you.” 

By Prayer, Word, and Suffering 

The certainty of success is guaranteed (Matt. 24:14). Jesus will see 
that it gets done. But it is in our hands to do it. We do it by prayer 
and by the word and by suffering for others. Jesus said, “The harvest 
is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore pray earnestly to the 
Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest” (Luke 
10:2). We must earnestly pray that God will do what he promised 
he would do. Promises do not make prayer superfluous; they make 
the answer certain. 

Then we must open our mouths and speak the truth of Jesus to 
all nations. “What I tell you in the dark, say in the light, and what 
you hear whispered, proclaim on the housetops” (Matt. 10:27). “Go 
out to the highways and hedges and compel people to come in, that 
my house may be filled” (Luke 14:23). “I tell you, there will be 
more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-
nine righteous persons who need no repentance” (Luke 15:7). And 
don’t be ashamed, Jesus says, because “Everyone who acknowledges 
me before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father who is in 
heaven, but whoever denies me before men, I also will deny before 
my Father who is in heaven” (Matt. 10:32-33). 

Finally, in all our praying and speaking we must be ready to 
suffer. “As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you” (John 
20:21). Jesus was sent to suffer. We will not be able to make disciples 
of all nations without taking up our cross and following Jesus on 
the Calvary road of sacrificial love (Mark 8:34). This is the light of 
Jesus that the world can most clearly see (Demand #48). 

He Is Worth It 

Jesus does not call us to an easy life or an easy mission. “They will 
lay their hands on you and persecute you, delivering you up to the 
synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and 
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governors for my name’s sake. This will be your opportunity to 
bear witness” (Luke 21:12-13). There will be no wasted suffering. In 
the short run, it will always be an occasion to speak and show the 
reality of Jesus. In the long run, it will lead to eternal life. “For 
whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life 
for my sake and the gospel’s will save it” (Mark 8:35). Therefore, 
in all your suffering for the advance of Jesus’ mission you are increas-
ingly rewarded. “Blessed are you when others revile you and perse-
cute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven” (Matt. 
5:11-12). That reward is the enjoyment of the inexhaustibly glorious 
Jesus forever and ever. 
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no greater love than God’s glorifying 

self, 354, 359 
pray to that end, 106 
revealed in work of Jesus, 19 
the Father and Son glorify each other, 

353 
ultimate goal of Jesus, 18 
what is the glory of God? 351 

God, see Kingdom of, Spirit of, Son of, 
Judgment of, Word of, Worship, Will of 
lavish care of God, 285 
sin an assault on, 41 
the best of fathers, 284 
the gift of his sovereign rule, 287 

God Is the Gospel, 354 n. 2 
God-entranced Vision of All Things, A, 88  

n. 5, 91 n. 8 
Gospels, the 

reliability, 32-33 
titles of Jesus, 21 n. 2 

Government, render to Caesar, 323-335 
Great Commission 

and point of the book, 17 
and the pursuit of ethnic diversity, 367 
authority and intimacy around it, 25 
by prayer, word, and suffering, 362 
Israel and God’s way of pursuing the 

nations, 369 
Jesus’ followers speak on his behalf, 366 

make a global claim on behalf of Jesus, 
373 

make disciples of all nations, 363-375 
missions lasts as long as the age lasts, 

366 
the mission cannot fail, 369-375 
the times of the Gentiles, 372 

Happiness, all men seek, 258 n. 3 
Hate 

doing good when hated, 236 
love hates evil that destroys persons, 

221 
should we hate the wicked? 221-223 

Healing 
how shall we obey the command to, 

235 
Jesus’ ministry and ours, 234 
Jesus authority to, 235 

Heart 
a new one loves Jesus, 53-54 
loving God from the heart, 80 n. 2 
loving God with all of it, 80 n. 1 

Heaven 
Jesus’ window into, 254 
lay up treasure there by giving, 269-273 
name written there, 188 
selfishness separates from, 273 

Hell, see Judgment of God 
Holiness 

its relation to glory, 351 n. 1 
joy is the root of, 87 

Holy Spirit, see Spirit of God 
Homosexuality, the folly of, 319 
Humility 

and trust, 132 
by war on pride, 125-129 
childlikeness, 131 
five implications for boldness in truth, 

135 
key is presence of grace felt, 130 
lowliness leads to servanthood, 132 
the gift to receive all things as gift, 136 
we are only unworthy servants, 129 

Hyperbole in Jesus’ commands? 240 
Hypocrisy, 194 

clean inside of cup, 196-204 

Ignorance 
does not excuse from needing forgive- 

ness, 228 
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Impossibility of obedience, 17 
Jesus’ promise to help us do it, 185 

Imprecatory psalms 
proper hating of the wicked, 221-223 

Indulgence of the flesh perilous to soul, 
169 

Israel 
God’s roundabout way of pursuing the 

nations, 369 
Jesus gives what he commands, 47 
the blessings of Abraham are for the 

nations, 373 

Jesus, see Obedience of, Obedience to, 
Cross, Atonement 
abrasive words, 24 
as the new place of worship, 100 
as water and bread, 45-46 
bluntness, 218 n. 1 
gives what he commands, 47 
he is worth all the suffering, 374 
his anger and ours, 140 
his infinite worth, 104 
his second coming time unknown, 176 
loved us perfectly in loving himself per- 

fectly, 268 
of Gospels most radical, 35 
our treasure, security, and honor, 243 
resurrection of, 22 
summary of person and work, 19-23 
tough language, 24 
yoke easy, burden light, 44-45 

Joy 
and self-denial, 85 
command to rejoice and leap, 83-91 
full, 88 n. 6 
God our exceeding, 82 
in Hebrew, 82 n. 1 
in obeying Jesus, 26 
in persecution, 144 
Jesus purchases, 89 
Jesus’ stains our striving, 189 
lay up treasures in heaven and increase 

your joy in Jesus, 274-280 
means to glorify Jesus, 90 
no limit to joy in Jesus, 90 
produced by being in kingdom already, 

183 
root of holiness, 87 
selling all because of, 84 

Judgment of God 

fearing God who can destroy, 94 
hell described by Jesus, 92 
hell means sin unfathomably serious, 97 
hell not a mere natural result, 93 
is surely coming, 42 
our desperate plight, 48-49 

Justification 
and perfection, 154-156 
and the final judgment, 161 n. 1 
at bottom of our striving, 185 
by trusting Jesus, 153-158 
Jesus as our righteousness, 157 
location as basis of demonstration, 267 

n. 3 
this man went home justified, 156 
what is the ground of our acceptance 

with God? 277 

Kingdom of God 
already in, 181-189 
arrived in history in Jesus, 21 
in the ministry of Jesus, 21 n. 3 
Jesus as king, 114 n. 1 
mystery of, 182 n. 1 
secret: it is here, 181 

Knowing God for all that he is, 75 

Law 
does Jesus sum the law up without 

God? 252 
external conformity not enough, 152 
God’s will today and the law, 162 
how our experience of the law changes 

with Jesus, 163 
on these two commands hang the law, 

251, 253 
pointing beyond itself, 255 n. 2 

Let the Nations Be Glad, 368 n. 1 
Levites, 266 n. 2 
Life, see Eternal life 
Light 

Jesus’ and ours at his second coming, 
361 

what is the light that we let shine? 357 
Listen to Jesus, 56-61 
Location in Christ 

and demonstration of our location, 210 
is ground of assurance, 209 

Lord’s Supper, 346-349 
how is the cup and bread the body and 

blood? 347 
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love with same commitment as to your- 
self, 256-262 

Love, see Giving 
and anger, 141 
and the emotions, 52-53 
as Jesus loved us, 263-268 
as treasuring God above all, 81 
as yourself, 249-255 
believe Jesus and bear fruit of, 165 
by the security of our heavenly Father, 

244-246 
challenges the absoluteness of the 

beloved, 217 
command to love Jesus, 52-55 
does good to those who hate us, 233 
first for God, second for neighbor, 78 
for God a matter of the heart, 78-79 
for God, litmus test is Jesus, 76 
for God with heart, soul, mind, 

strength, 80 
from limited love to love for enemies, 

203 
greets killers and snubbers, 214 
greets people outside our group, 233 
hates evil that destroys persons, 221 
how the first commandment sustains the 

second, 260 
how to love like Jesus, 244 
is the glory of God an ulterior motive 

for love? 359 
Jesus loved us perfectly in loving himself 

perfectly, 268 
joyful sacrifice of love and suffering, 

356 
joy in reward sustains love, 247 
loving God becomes visible in loving 

others, 252 
loving God with all you are, 75-82 
loving neighbor with same commitment 

as to yourself, 256-262 
loving your enemies, 212-220 
no greater love than God glorifying him- 

self for us, 354, 359 
not oblivious of its effects, 219 
prays for persecutors, 221-229 
preserves the truth of the Bible, 215 
seeing and savoring beauty, 77 
self-love fulfilled in God-love, 261 
the command to love is love, 55 
the opposite of hating, 79 
the principle of justice applies too, 238 

truth is its root, 215 
turns the other cheek, 237 
what “as yourself” means, 257 
when candidates for love compete, 239 
when doing good does not give, 239 

Loving God, see Love 
Loving Jesus, 52-55, see Love 
Lust, 202, see Purity of heart 

Marriage and Divorce, see Divorce and 
Remarriage 
better not to marry? 317 
divorce and remarriage the unforgivable 

sins? 319 
eunuchs for the kingdom, 318 
God creates the union of each marriage, 

302 
is there an exception? 311-316 
Joseph’s betrothal to Mary, 314-316 
marriage great but not ultimate, 322 
marriage mirrors God’s covenant with 

us, 301 
Moses’ permission of divorce, 303 
one man, one woman, by grace till 

death, 317-322 
prohibitions without exceptions, 309 
the devastation of divorce, 304 
the folly of homosexuality, 319 
what if you have already done it? 321 
whoever divorces and remarries com- 

mits adultery, 307-316 
Mercy 

don’t be angry—embrace this, 146-152 
freely you received it, give it, 247 

Messiah—Jesus’ claim to be, 19-20, 22 
Meta, 41 n. 1 
Methodology 

how I selected commands, 34-35 
of book, 23-24 

Mina, an amount of money, 278 n. 2 
Missions, see Great Commission 
Money 

and the healthy eye, 171 
how to lose true riches, 276 
lay up treasure in heaven by giving, 269- 

273 
mortal threat to entering heaven, 170 
rich fool loses his soul, 276 
the rich man and the beggar, 275 
you can’t serve God and, 104, 272 
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why such a huge concern with our 
money, 270 

Motivation for obedience, 19 
Munich, University of, 14 
Nations, all, 26 n. 7 

Neighbor 
don’t narrow the meaning of, 264 
love him as yourself, 249-255 

New birth, 37-39 
New Covenant 

and Jesus’ aim, 22 
and new birth, 38 
in the blood of Jesus, 22 
Jesus fulfills, so we can enter narrow 

door, 174-180 

Oaths 
can they do what love does not do? 297 
cherish truth and speak it simply, 290- 

295 
evasions of promise-keeping, 293 
from oath-keeping to simple honesty, 

202 
say yes or no, 296-300 
should followers of Jesus ever take 

oaths? 298 
the folly of crossing your fingers, 292 
truth evasion by belittling God, 294 
truth is precious, 290 

Obedience to God 
as demonstration you are child of God, 

242-248 
demonstrates our location, 210 
“do will of my Father,” 153-165 
enabled by new-covenant fulfillment, 

174-180 
healthy tree bears good fruit, 161 
not the ground of our acceptance with 

God, 277 
some measure required, 160 

Obedience to Jesus 
aim of book, 17 
as demonstration you are child of God, 

242-248 
demonstrates our location, 210 
display of Jesus’ glory, 23 
easy yoke, light burden, 44-45 
enabled by new-covenant fulfillment, 

174-180 
fruit of Jesus’ work, 23 

healthy tree bears good fruit, 161 
not the ground of our acceptance with 

God, 277 
impossibility of, 17 
some measure required, 160 
teaching to obey, 18 
treasure chest of joy, 26 

Old Testament—does Jesus sum it up 
without God? 252 

Ordinances 
baptism, 344-346 
believer’s vs. infant, 345 n. 1 
the Lord’s Supper, 346-349 

Orthodoxy, 135 n. 4 

Pain, see Suffering 
Perfection 

and justification, 154-156 
awaits the age to come, 186 

Perishing, see Judgment of God 
Persecution 

joy in, 144 
they will malign you, 121 

Perseverance 
and the peril of nostalgia, 177 
Jesus prays for us that we not fail, 186 
selfishness separates from heaven, 273 

Pharisees 
blind to spiritual proportion, 197 
cast out of the kingdom, 192 n. 3 
hellish condition of being merciless, 197 
in John 5, 194 n. 4 
Jesus’ anger and entreaty, 191 
what they loved, 193 

Pleasure 
and pain can keep from kingdom, 168 
eternal in Jesus, 71 

Politics, render to Caesar, 323-335 
Position, see Location in Christ 
Praise of man perilous, 169 
Prayer 

always and not lose heart, 105 
as asking, thanking, praising, and con- 

fessing, 106 n. 1 
for God’s glory, 105, 110 
for our joy, 106 
for those who persecute you, 225 
for what? 111 
for whom? 110 
Great Commission by prayer, word, and 

suffering, 374 



Subject Index 399 

Jesus prays for us that we not fail, 186 
not for the praise of others, 110 
qualifications, 109 n. 2 
simplicity in, 107 
through Jesus’ death and in his name, 

108 
to keep us abiding, 66 
what to pray for our enemies, 225 
with faith, 108 
with perseverance, 108 

Pride 
a sense of merit, 126 
craving the praise of men, 127 
is loveless, 128 
Jesus dissects the depths, 126 
we are only unworthy servants, 129 

Promises of God take away anxiety, 118 
Prosperity not the source of joy, 86 
Purity of heart, 

a life and death battle, 207 
to will one thing, 206 

Quest for the historical Jesus, 30 n. 3, 32 
n. 6 
disillusionment of, 31 
first two, 30 n. 2 
fruit of, 29 
sea of speculation, 30 
third quest, 32, 33 n. 8 
three quests, 30 

Reconciliation, see Forgiveness 
Regeneration, see New birth 
Rejoice, see Joy 
Relationships 

ruptures with people, 72 
ruptures with things, 72 
ruptures with vocation, 73 

Repentance 
for all nations, 43 
fruits of, 41 
meaning of, 40-41 
universal need of, 42 

Resurrection of Jesus, 22 
Retaliation and loving contentment, 203 
Reward 

Jesus is our great, 88 
joy in sustains love, 247 
root of joy in suffering, 88 
why seeking it is not prudential self- 

regard, 281 

Righteousness 
exceeding Pharisees’ easy and hard, 200 
must exceed that of the Pharisees, 191- 

195 

Sacraments, see Ordinances 
Sacrifice, the measure of a gift’s size, 270 
Sanctification 

as demonstration you are child of God, 
242-248 

be transformed by trusting Jesus, 159- 
165 

believe and bear fruit of love, 165 
demonstrates our location in Christ, 210 
exceeding Pharisees’ is easy and hard, 

200 
life-and-death battle for purity of heart, 

207 
not the ground of our acceptance with 

God, 277 
perfection awaits in the age to come, 

186 
some measure required, 160 

Salt, of the earth, 357 n. 1 
Satisfaction, see Joy 

in God as part of what faith is, 50-51 
Scholarship, what die Wissenshaft should 

be, 31 
Scripture 

Great Commission by prayer, word, and 
suffering, 374 

Jesus provides it for his church, 339 
Second coming 

Jesus’ light and ours at his coming, 361 
time unknown, watch, 176 

Seeing and Savoring Jesus Christ, 15  
Self-denial 

and cross bearing, 68-74 
and joy, 85 

Self-love, as positive self-image, 257 n. 2 
Selfishness separates from heaven, 273 
Servanthood, see Humility 

brokenhearted boldness, 134 
how Jesus served and will serve, 133 
lowliness leads to servanthood, 132 
New Testament service, 104 n. 1 

Signs 
sought by evil generation, 79 

Sin 
as debt, 41 
assault on God, 41 
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greatest threat is our own, 167 
hell means it’s unfathomably serious, 97 

Son of God 
and our sonship, 54 
title of Jesus, 20 

Son of Man, why Jesus favored title, 20-21 
Sovereignty of God 

enables obedience, 174-180 
over the smallest things, 123 

Sovereignty of Jesus, 47 
Spirit of God 

and new birth, 38 
and word are inseparable, 342 
new covenant enables obedience, 174- 

180 
Striving 

forgiveness and justification at the bot- 
tom, 185 

Jesus sustains ours by his joy, 189 
losing without Jesus, 179 
resting and striving, 178 
to cherish what we have, not earn what 

we don’t, 184 
to enter our Father’s house, 187 
to enter the narrow door, 166-173 
will not be in vain, 189 
your righteousness must exceed 

Pharisees’, 190-195 
Substitution, 15 
Suffering 

following Jesus in, 70 
Great Commission by prayer, word, and 

suffering, 374 
Jesus is worth it, 374 
joy in, 86 
joyful sacrifice of love in suffering, 356 
pain and pleasure keep from kingdom, 

168 
temporary, pleasures eternal, 71 

Summit Drive Grade School, 14 

Taxes, render to Caesar, 323-335 
Teaching the commandments, 18 

those of the truth hear Jesus, 60 
truth evasion by belittling God, 294 

Title of the book, 24 
Treasuring 

God above all is what love is, 81 
Jesus our treasure, 243 
lay up treasure in heaven by giving, 269- 

273 

Truth 
a new standard of truthfulness, 298 
Jesus came to bear witness to, 291 
Jesus is the truth, 292 
precious to ordinary people, 290 
the root of love, 215 
the unloving use of, 217 

Tyndale House, 13 

Unity of New Testament, 24 

Vigilance, see Striving 

War, see Wartime lifestyle 
life is, 166-173 

Wartime lifestyle, see War, Giving, 
Treasure 
simplicity of William Carey, 288 

Watchfulness, see Striving 
when Jesus is not there, 68 

Weight of Glory, The, 84 n. 2 
Will of God, see Obedience 
Wissenshaft, what it should be, 31 
Word of God, see Scripture 

and Spirit are inseparable, 342 
those of God hear word of God, 60 

Workplace, secular 
making much of Christ, 73 n. 1 

Worry, see Anxiety 
Worship 

all through and of Jesus, 101 
as all of life, 103 
God in spirit and truth, 99-104 
in spirit, 102 
serving, 104 n. 1 

Worth of Jesus infinite, 104 




